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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-10 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DE 199 31 979. 

DE 199 31 979 discloses an attachable rod ignition coil comprising: 

- an ignition coil component; 

- a spark plug receptacle [3, figure 1]; 

- a metal adapter [8] with spark plug receptacle for fastening on a spark plug [2]; and 

- a metal electrically conductive shock absorbing element [9, 12] mounted between the 
ignition coil component and the adapter and/or the adapter and the spark plug receptacle, 
wherein the adapter and the ignition coil component being movable relative to each other along a 
damping path in the axial direction. 

Regarding claims 7-8 and 12-13, DE 199 31 979 discloses the shock absorbing element 
in the form of a pressure spring which may be inserted into a recess of the ignition coil 
component and a recess of the metal adapter, wherein the pressure spring may undergo 
deformation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-5, 1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 
199 31 979 in view of Reinmueller et al. [US 6,491,531 Bl]. 

Regarding claims 4-5, DE 199 31 979 discloses the instant claimed invention except for 
the specific of plug socket and the additional shock absorbing element. 

Reinmueller et al. discloses an adapter [11] for an ignition system comprising, a first 
socket [34], a first spring [42], a second socket [37] and a second spring [47]. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the socket and additional spring [shock absorbing element] design of 
Reinmueller et al. in DE 199 31 979 for the purpose of providing holding means for the ignition 
coil component and the spark plug and improving shock absorbing. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 14, the specific type of shock absorbing and the material use for 
the adapter would have been an obvious design consideration based on the intended 
application/environment use and for the purpose of improving conductivity. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TUYEN T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272-1996. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ELVIN EN AD can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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